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ROAD SAFETY CAMPAIGN — DRIVER DISTRACTION 

Statement by Minister for Road Safety 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Road Safety) [9.03 am]: Last weekend I launched a new 
campaign targeting driver distraction, which plays a part in nearly one-third of all road crash deaths and serious 
injuries on Western Australian roads. Driving a motor vehicle is a complex task that requires a considerable 
degree of concentration and attention from the driver. It is alarming that so many motorists are increasingly 
dividing their concentration between driving and non-driving tasks. In fact, world road safety experts regard 
driver distraction as a significant contributing factor in road trauma, alongside speeding, drink driving and 
fatigue. Recent research by the Monash University Accident Research Centre revealed that distraction plays a 
role in 32 per cent of all road crash deaths and serious injuries in Western Australia. Distraction is linked to rear-
end crashes, same-direction crashes, single-vehicle crashes and crashes that occur at night.  

The new campaign will feature television, radio and outdoor media advertising to alert motorists to the dangers 
of driver distraction. It will focus on different distracting scenarios that drivers routinely engage in and show 
their potentially devastating consequences, which happen all too frequently on our roads. Common distractions 
while behind the wheel include reading a street directory; entering an address into a global positioning system 
unit; changing a CD or a song on an MP3 player; eating; having an unrestrained pet; activity from passengers in 
the vehicle; and, of course, the most frequent contributor of distraction, using a mobile phone. People are four 
times more likely to be involved in a crash when using a mobile phone while driving. Sending a text message is 
even more distracting. The consequences of driver distraction can be devastating, so I hope all Western 
Australians will listen to the messages of this campaign and will alter their driving behaviours for not only their 
own safety, but also the safety of all road users in this state.  
 


